
ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF BUCKLAND & LAVERTON
Minutes of the ANNUAL ASSEMBLY MEETING of Buckland & Laverton held on MONDAY 11TH MAY 2026 at 7:30 pm @ Laverton Village Hall
Present 
Mr D White Chair

Mr S Arkell
Mr. K Steele

Mrs L Sharpe

Mrs Lorraine Jones – Parish Clerk 

6 Parishioners
1.Apologies
 Cllr Gore, J. Harvey, M Nolan, J Stickler, Jonathan Milton
2. The Minutes of the previous AGM were approved. 
Unanimous.
3. Matters Arising.
None
4. Chairmans Report
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and thanked his fellow Councillors for their hard work over the past twelve months.  The Chairman thanked the clerk for her guidance and support. 

The precept has remained at £9750.00
He outlined the possible options regarding Local Government Reorganisation. He also thanked the residents and volunteers who keep the village so pristine.

The full report in on file.
5. Borough Report.
No report supplied.
6. County Council Report
Councillor Agg did not attend the meeting; she has forwarded a newsletter containing several links discussing many topics.  If you would like to receive a copy of the email, please contact the clerk.
7. Laverton Neighbourhood Watch Report
Paul provided and read his report.

Current reports are in regard of local burglaries, car crime and Cybrcrime. Treat all requests for information as suspicious.

Following the church incident, I provided a report to the PC regarding the use of CCTV.
Apart from crime, Paul mentioned the risks to the parish of bonfires and bbq’s –  a risk of fire to hedges etc.

Paul is asking for a volunteer to replace him as the NHW Co-ordinator for the Parish.

We thank Paul for his work over many years as NHW co-ordinator.
Patrick asked if more information on thefts on the adjoining boundaries could be sourced.
The full report is on file.
8. Highways & Footpaths.

Lorraine gave a brief update on these items.
Footpaths - The bridlepath remains in a reasonable condition.

Highways - The resurfacing on the B4632 is now complete.

The roads in both Laverton & Buckland are in need of attention, members of the PC met with Cllr Agg and Jacob Cotterill (G.C.C. Highways Dept.,) earlier this year and the defects were pointed out.  Conclusion from J.C. the defects are not deep enough to require repairs.

Residents can report any defects on ‘FIX MY STREET’ on G.C.C. website.  Cllr Sharpe has used this link, and the repair was eventually carried out.

The drain at Greenmeadow Laverton still needs attention, Jacob at G.C.C. is aware of this and we are waiting for his response
Stuart said that he had re-aligned the Laverton sign on the B4632 onseveral occasions.

The full report is on file.
9. Finance Report
The end of year report was read and approved.  The accounts have been inspected by Mr Iain Selkirk.  We are exempt from external audit by PKF as the precept is below £25,000.00
Expenditure this year is slightly lower than last year.  Mainly due to maintenance costs which were lower, however legal fees were higher. We engaged a planning consultant to provide a report with regards to a planning application in Buckland.
The full report is on file.
10. Village Hall Report  
Stuart Murray provided and read the report.
Stuart provided a list of committee members and trustees for 2025/6
Stuart gave his thanks to the BPC for the donation of £400. He then gave us a brief description of the events throughout the year.
Celia Boddington enquired about the condition of the hall roof, Stuart explained that several tiles had been replaced – however the overall condition of the roof is acceptable.

The full report is on file.
11. Thynne & Weymouth Charitable Trust 
A report was supplied by Patrick McCanllis out lining that there are funds available for children in the village who attend local schools. 
There are currently 3 families who are on the scheme.

The full report is on file.

12. PCC/Burial Ground Report

Patrick McCanllis provided the report. These are challenging times to keep the Church open, so many country churches are closing due to lack of support and finance. He gave thanks to the band of loyal supporters.
The church now has an alarm system fitted to the roof.

 Our vicar John and his supportive wife Katie will be retiring in summer 2027.

This will leave us in an uncertain position with regards to a replacement vicar.

Jinny sees this as an exciting time ahead.

The full report is on file.
A.O.B.
Nothing to discuss.

The Chairman thanked the public for attending.
The meeting closed at 8.20 pm.
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